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llrcritlr lloors I Jane: L,vra

Ilot be confounded: appearance should not be mistaken for truth; nar-
row human doctrines, that only tend to elate and magnify a f'ew, shor"rld

not be substituted for the world-redeer-ning creed of Christ" There is - I
repeat it - ii clifference; ancl it is a good, and not a bacl action to mark
broadly and clearly the iine of separation between thern.

The world rrav not like to see these ideas dissevered, for it has been
accustor.ned to blend thern; finding it con\.enient to rnake external
shorv pass f"or sterling \t,orth - to let white-i{ashed walls vouch fbr clean
shrines. It rnay hate him r,vho dares to scrutinise and expose - to rase the
gilding, and sholv base metal under it - to penetrate the sepulchre, and
reveal charnel relics: but hate as it r,vill, it is indebted to him.

Ahab did not like lv{icaiah, because he never prophesied goocl con-
cerning him, but evil; probablv he liked tire sycophant son of Chenaan-
nah better; yet rnight Ahab have escaped a bloody death, had he but
stopped his ears to flatter1., irnd opened thern to faithful counsel.

'Ihere is a man in our o'wr1t days whose words are not fi'arned to tickle
delicate ears: rvho, to my thinking, comes befbre the great ones of soci-
ety-, rnuch as the son of Lnlah catne betbre the thronecl Kings of Tudah
ancl Isrirel; and who speaks truth as deep, lvith a power as prophet-like
and as vital - a mien as clauntless and as daring. Is tire satirist of "Vanity
Fair" admired in high places? I cannot teil; but i think if some of those
iirxongsl r,vhom he hurls the Greek fire of his sarcasm, and over rvhom he
flashes the levin-brarid of his denunciatiorl, were to take his warnings in
iime - they or their seed might yet escape a fatal Rimoth-Gilead.

\V}ry harr I alluded to this man? I have alluded to him, Reader, be-
cause I think I see in him an intellect profbunder ancl more unique than
his conternporaries have yet recognised; beca-use I regard him as the first
sociiil regenerator of the day - as the very rnaster of that working corps
who rvould restore to rectitucle the lvarped system of things; because I
thirrh no cornmentator on his writings has yet found the cornparison that
suits him, the terms which rightly characterise his talent. 'Iirey say he is
like Fielding: they talk of his wit, humour, comic powers. He resembles
Fielding as an eagle does a vulture: Fieldilrg could stoop on carrion, but
Thackeray never does. His rvit is bright, his hurnour attractive, but both
lrear the sarne relation to his serious genius that the rnere lamtrent sheet-
lightning playing u.ncler the edge of the sumrner-cloud does to the elec-
tric deatl-r -spark hicl in its won-rb. Finall,v, I have allucled to Mr" Thackeray,
because to him - if he r,vill accept the tribute of a total stranger - I have
dedicatecl this second edition of "fane Eyrei'

CURRER BELL.
December zrst, rBq7.
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Iin<;rrce Boor<s I laitc [.ye

u,indo\4,-seat: gathering up my feet, I sat cross-legged, iike a 'fi,rrk;

and, having drawr the red moreen curtain nearly close, I u,as shrined
in double retirement.

Folds of scarlet drapery shut in my view to the right hand; to the left
urere the clear panes of glass, protecting, but not sel)arating me irorn
the clrear Nor.ember day. At il.rtervals, while turning over the leaves of
my book, I studied the aspect of that winter afternoctn. Afar, it offered
a pale blar-rk of rnist and cloud; near a scene of rvet larvr.r and storm-
beat shruh, rvith ceaseless rar'n srveeping away wildli, betbre a long and
lamentable blrrst.

I returned to my book - Bewick's History of British Birds: the let-
terpress thereofl cared little for, generally speaking; and yet there were
certain introductory pages that, child as I rvas, I could not pass quite as

a blank. They were those r,vhich treirt of the haunts of sea-fowl; of "the

solitary rocks and prornontories" by them only inhabited; of the coast
of Norlvat, studded r,l,ith isles fi'om its southern extremity, the Linde-
ness, or Naze, to the North Cape -

"\'Vhere the Northem Ocean, in vast whirls,
Boils round the naked, melanchoiy isles

Of farthest Thule; and the Atlantic surge

Pours in amol.rg the stornry Hebridesl'

Nor could I pass unnoticed the suggestion of the bleak shores of Lap-
land, Siberia, Spitzbergen, Nova Zembla, Iceland, Greenland, with "the

rast sweep of the Arctic Zone, and those forlorrl regions of dreary space,

- that reser"o,oir of fiost and snorv, where firm fields of ice, the accutnula-
tion of centuries of winters, glazed in Alpine heights irbove heights, sur-
round the pole, and concentre the multiplied rigours of extreme coldl' Of
these death-u,hite reahns I formed an idea of rn1. slyn' shadony, like all
the half-comprehended notions that float dim through children's brains,
but strar-rgel-v impressive. The words in these introductory pages con-
nected thernselves with the succeeding vignettes, and gave significance
to the rock standing up alone in a sea of billow and spray; to the broken
boat stranded on a desolate coast; to the cold and ghastly moon glancing
through bars of cloud at a lvreck just sinking,

I cannot tell what sentiment haunted the quite solitary churchyard, with
its inscribed headstone; its gate, its two trees, its low horizon, girdled b1, a

broken r.vall, and its newly-risen crescent, attesting the hour of eventicle.

The two ships becalmed on a torpid sea, I beiieved to be marine
phantoms.

Ci:
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unwholesorne skin; thi;. . - .

and large extremities. H. .
made him bilious, and i. .
checks. He ought 11err l. : -

hirl home fbr a month cr ,

I!1iles, the lnaster, alltrn:...
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turned fiom an opinion so harsh, and inclined rather to the more re-
fined idea that lohn's sallowness was owing to over-application and,
perhaps, to pining after home.

John had not rxuch affection for his mother and sisters, and an an-
tipathy to me. He bullied and punished me; not two or three times iu
the week, nor once or t$,ice in the day, but continually: every nerve I had
feared him, and every morsel of flesh in m,v bones shrank when he carne

near. lhere were morrrents when I w,as Lrewildered by the terror he in-
spired, because I had no appeal whatever against either his menaces or his
inflictions; the servants did not like to offend their young ntaster by taking
my part against him, and Mrs. Reed was blind ancl deaf on the subject: she

never saw him strike or hetrrd him abuse rne, though he did both now and
then in her rrery presence, rrore frequently, hower,cr, behind her back.

Habitually obedient to John, I came up to his chair: he spent some

three minutes in thrusting out his tongue at me as far as he could rvith-
out damaging the roots: I knew he would soon strike, irnd lvhile dread-
ing the blor,r,, I mused on the disgusting and ugly appearance of him
rvho would presently deal it. I wonder if he read that notion in my face;

tbr, all at once, without speaking, he struck suddenly and strongly. I
tottered, and on regaining my equilibrium retired back a step 61 lyoo

fron-r his chair.
"That is lbr your impudence in answering rnama arvhile since]' said

he, "and for your sneaking way of getting behind curtains, and for the
look you had in your eyes tu,o minutes since, you ratl"

Accustorned to Iohn Reed's abuse, I never had an idea of replying to
it; rny care was how to endure the blow which would certainly follor,v

the insult.
"What were you doing behind the curtain?" he asked.
"I was reading."
"Shorv the bookl'
I returned to the rvindor,r, and fetched it thence.
"You have no business to take our books; you are a dependent, tnama

sa)rs; you have no money; your father Ieft you none; you ought to beg,
and not to live here with gentlernen's children like us, and eat the same

meais rve do, and wear clothes at our mama's expense. Nou,, I'll teach
you to rurnrnage my bookshelves: for they are mine; all the house be-
longs to me, or will do in a few years. Go and stand by the door, out of
the way of the rnirror and the windows."

I did so, not at first aware what lvas his intention; but u,hen I salr,, him
lift and poise the book and stand in act to hurl it, I instinctively started
aside with a cry of alarm: not soon enough, however; the volume was

(,ha.

flung, it hit me, and I fell, strikin

it. The cut bled, the Pain was sl

other feelings succeeded.
"Wicked and cruel boY!" I sa

iike a slave-driver - You are like

I had read Goldsmiths Histor

of Nero, Caligula, etc. Also I 'l-

neYer thought thus to have dec-

"What! what!" he cried. "Dic

Eliza and Georgiana? Won't I t.
He ran headlong at me: I te-

he had closed with a desPeri'-:,

murderer. I felt a droP or trtc
n-ry neck, and was sensible oi s

sations for the time Predorr::
frantic sort. I don't verY uel. .
called me "Rat! Rat!" and bel,'-

and Georgiana had run for )i:,
came upon the scene, follorre :
parted: I heard the words -

"Dear! dearl What a furr tc

"Did ever anybodl see su. -

Then NIrs. Reed subjoirl.; -

"l'ake her alvaY to the rec-:

were immediatelY laid ulron r:-
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CHAPTER TWO

I npsrsrrn all the wav: a new thing fbr me, and a circumstance lvhich
greatly strengthened the bad opinion Bessie and NIiss Abbot were dis-
posed to entertain of me. The fact is, I was a trifle beside rnyseli or
rather out of my'seli as thc Frenc}r would say: I was conscious that a

moment's nutiny had already rendered rne liabie to strange penaities,
ancl, like anv other rebel slave, I felt resolved, in my desperllien, 1o

go all lengths.
"Flold her arms, X,Iiss Abbot: she'.s like a rnad cat."
"For shamel for shame!" cried the lady's-maid. "\\rhat shocking con-

ciuct, &Iiss Eyre, to strike a young eentleman, your benefactress's son!
\bur young masterl'

"Masterl Horv is he r-n1. rnaster? Am I a servaut?"
"No; you are less than a servant, tbr you do nothing for your keep.

'lhere, sit do.,vn, and think over your r,yickednessl'

11ley l6d got me by this tirne into the apartment indicated by Mrs.
Reed, and had thrust rne upon a stool: my irnpuise r,r,as to rise fron-r it
like a sprilg; their tlvo pair of l-rands arrested me instantly.

"If you don't sit stil1, you rnust be tied downi' said Bessie. "Miss Ab-
bot, lend me your garters; she u'ould break mine directly."

N{iss Abbot turned to divest a stout leg ofthe necessary ligature. This
preparatiolr for bonds, and the additional ignorninv it inferred, tooli a

little of the exciteinent out of rne.
"Don't take them off| I cried; "I lvill not stirl'
ln guarantee whereof, I attached mvself to ffi). seat bv my hands.
"Mind you don'tl' said Bessie; and when she had ascertained that I

was really subsiding, she loosened her hold oinle; then she and Miss
..\bhot stood with lblded arms, looking darkly and doubtfully on my
face, as incredulous of rny sanity.

"She never did so beforel' at last said Bessie, turning to the Abigail.

(,

"But it was always in herl' r

opinion about the child, and

hand little thing: I never sali a

Bessie answered not; but e:

ought to be aware, Miss, tha:

she keeps you: if she were to :
poorhousei'

I had nothing to say to thc

ver)/ first recollections oi c.'i.,

This reproach ofrny depen'=-
ear: very painful and crusl--:-.

joined in -
'And you ought not to thr ,

Reed and Master Reed, beca*,
up u,ith then-r. They will ha".
none: it is your place to be : -
abie to them."

"What rve tell you is tbr r r -
"you should try to be usc:*
have a home here; but ii r '-
send you away, I atn sure.'

"Besidesl' said NIiss .\1'5

her dead in the midst oi h.: .

Come, Bessie, we will lea',-e - 
=

Sav your prayers, Miss Ei :=

repent, something bad mLE. .

and fetch you awa/-'

They went, shutting the ; -

The red-room \\'as d se-:.,
say never, indeed, unless ..: 

=

Hall rendered it necessarr ::
corrtained: yet it was or:; .

mansion. A bed support<-
curtains of deep red dar: :-.
tre; the two large rvindo',',':

half shrouded in festoons .--..

red; the tahle at the toot , '
the walls \\'ere a soft t,rr' :: .

robe, the toilet-table, the c::
Out of these deep surrout.: -

piled-up rnattresses and : .
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Lsc.-rrclr, Iioorrs I Jane Lyre

seilles counterpane. Scarcely less prromilent \vas an ample cushioned
eas\--chair rlear the head of the bed, also ivhite, with a footstool belbre
it; and iooking, as I thought, like a pale throne.

This room was chill, because it seldom had a hre; it was silent, because
remote frorn the nurser)/ and kitchen; solemn, because it rvas Lno,n,n to
be so selclom entered. lte house-maid alone carne here on Saturdays,
to ll,ipe frorr-r the mirrors and the fumiture a week's quiet dust: and
Mrs. Reed herself, at far intervals, r,isited it to review the contents of a

certain secret drawer in the wardrobe, where were stored divers parch-
ments, her jewel-casket, and a miniatu.re of her deceased husbancl; and
in those last words lies the secret of the red-roon1 - the spell n hich kept
it so 1onel,v in spite of its grandeur.

Mr. Reed had been dead nine years: it was in this chamber he
bre:rthed his last; here he la1, in state; hence his coffin was borne by the
undertakeri men; and, since that day, a sense of dreary consecration
had guarded it fiom fiequent intrusion.

NI1, seat, to which Bessie and the bitter Miss Abbot had left rne riv-
eted, rvas a iorv ottornan near the marble chimney-piece; the bed rose
befbre me; to my right hand there was the high, darli wardrobe, rvith sub-
dued, broken reflections l,arying the gloss of its panels; to mv left were
the muff'led lvinclorvs; a great looking,glass between them repeated the
vacant majesty of the bed and room. I r,r,as not quite sure whether they
had locked the door; and when I dared rnove, I got up and went to see.

Alas! yes: no jail lvas ever rrore secure. Returning, I hacl tcl cross before
the looking-glass; rny fascinated glance involuntarily explored the depth
it revealed. All looked colder and darker in that visionary hollow than in
reality: and the strange little figure there gazing at me, with a white face
and anns specking the gloom, and glittering eyes of f'ear moving where
all else n as still, had the eftbct of a real spirit: I thought it like one of tl-re

tiny phantorrs, half fhiry, half irnp, Bessie's evening stories represented as

corring out of ione, ferny dells in moors, and appearing before the eyes

of belated trar.ellers. I returned to my stoo1.

Superstition was r.r,ith me at that lxoment; but it was not yet her l-rour
fbr cornplete victory: my blood lvas still warrn; the mood of the revolt-
ed slave u,irs still bracing me with its bitter vigour; I had to stem a rapid
rush of retrospective thought before I quailed to the dismal present.

A11 John Reed's violent tpannies, all his sisters'proud indiflbrence, all
his n-rothert aversion, all the servants' partialifv, turned up in my dis-
turbed mind like a dark deposit in a turbid well. Whv was I always suf-
fering, aiways browbeaten, always accused, for ever corrdemned? Wh1.
could I never please? Why r,r,as it useless to try to lvin any one'.s far,,our?

Eliza, who was headstrong and

had a spoiled temper, a ven- acri(

was universally indulged- Her be

seemed to give delight to all rr-hc

nity for every fault. john no one

he twisted the necks of the Pige
dogs at the sheep, striPPed the t
the buds offthe choicest plants ir

'bld girll'too; sometimes reriled
bluntly disregarded her wishes n

attire; and he was still "her or.l d

to fulfi1 every duty; and I u-as te

sneaking, from morning to noor

My head still ached and bled

no one had reproved ]ohn tbr r*

turned against him to avert ta

with general opprobrium.
"Unjustl - unjust!" said mr rr

into precocious though transito

up, instigated some strange er
portable oppression - as rurulir
never eating or drinking more

What a consternation of sou

all mybrain was in tumult, and

darkness, what dense ignoranc

not answer the ceaseless inrtarc

the distance of - I will not sav I

I was a discord in Gateshea

nothing in harmonYwith Mrs.

salage. If they did not love me' i
not bound to regard with afrer

with one amongst them; a he
temperament, in caPacitY, il P:

serving their interest, or addinl
ishing the germs of indignatior
judgment. I know that had I h
ing, handsome, romping child
less - Mrs. Reed would have er

her children would have enter

fellow-feeling; the servants rt o:

scapegoat of the nursery.
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